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MV DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,
I  have  spen t  m a n y  h a p p y  
eve n in g s  in e x p l a i n i n g  to you  th e  
g rea t  doc tr ines  o f  that  sacred B o o k ,  
o f  w h i c h  this  smal l  t ract is bu t  a b r ie f  
ou t l ine .  I trust y o u  are c o n v i n c e d ,  
f r o m  the  k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h  y o u  
h a v e  a c q u i r e d  of  the  g ra n d ,  a n d  
in f in i t e ly  i m p o r ta n t  di scover ies  o f  
t h e  B ib le ,  tha t  it is u n s p e a k a b l y
I t
m o r e  w o r t h y  o f  y o u r  closest a t t e n ­
t ion,  than  a n y  o t h e r  book  (lie 
wor ld  has  ever  seen.  T h i s  Sacred 
V o l u m e ,  m v  d e a r  f r i ends,  is t h e  o n l y  
su re  an d  infal l ible  C ha r t ,  w h i c h  can  
d i re c t  fa l len  m a n  across the  t roub led  
sea o f  l ife,  and  at last, l and  h i m  in 
p e a c e  an d  safety on the  shores  o f  
e te rna l  rest. H a p p y !  in f ini te ly  h a p ­
p y  is the  m a n  w h o  d i rec ts  his course  
b y  this C h a r t !  M i s e r a b l e !  e t e r n a l ly  
m ise rab le  is h e  w h o  despises  and  n e ­
g lec ts  it ! T a k e  it, m y  y o u n g  f r iends, 
for  the  g u id e  o f  y o u r  y o u t h ,  and  it 
wi l l  b e c o m e  the  conso la t ion  of  y o u r  
o ld age.
I  n o w  p resen t  y o u  wi th  this l it tle 
b o o k ,  w h i c h  I wish you  to k e e p  a nd  
f r e q u e n t l y  consu l t ,  that  it m a y  assist 
y o u  in c a l l ing  back  to y o u r  r e c o l l e c ­
t ion ,  m a n y  c f  the  most  in te res t ing
I l l
an d  i m p o r ta n t  facts,  o f  w h i c h  w e  
have  of ten conversed  toge the r .  F r e ­
q u e n t l y  read the  parts o f  Sc r ip tu re  
refe rred to, an d  p ray  that  the  i m p o r ­
tant  t ru ths  th e re  r ec o rd e d  m a y  be 
wr i t t en  on y o u r  hearts by the  f inge r  
o f  the  H o l y  Spirit .
F in a l ly ,  m y  dea r  pup i ls ,  that  y o u  
a n d  I m a y  n o w  imi ta te  the  fai th  
a n d  holiness  of  the  saints,  whose  
hi s to ry  the  Bible records ,  and  at last 
dwel l  with t h e m  forever  in the  m a n ­
sions o f  endless  fe l ic i ty ,  is the  fervent  
p r a y e r  o f
Y o u r  affec t ionate  T u t o r ,  
a n d
Sincere  F r i e n d ,
DAVID COLLIE.

P R E F A C E .
T h e  fo l lowing  T r a c t  was w r i t t en  
wi th  the  sole in ten t ion o f  assisting 
th e  C h inese  y o u th s  w h o  are  e d u c a ­
ted in the  A n g l o - C h i n e s e  C o l l ege ,  
in  r eca l l ing  to thei r  m in d s  som e  of  
t h e  most  im p o r ta n t  facts, wi th  w h i c h  
t h e y  a ie  m a d e  a c q u a in te d  by  a r e g u ­
la r  perusal  o f  the  inspired records.  
T h i s  b e in g  the  des ign  o f  the  p a m ­
p h l e t ,  it was d e e m e d  superf luous  to 
e n t e r  into a m i n u t e  detai l  o f  p a r t i ­
c u l a r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  T h e  s tu d e n t  
w h o  has  r ead  th e  B ib le  for  h im s e l f ,
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an d  w h o  has  b e e n  we l l  instructed  
in  its con ten t s ,  o n l y  wants  a h in t  
r e s p e c t in g  l ea d in g  facts, in o r d e r  to 
call  to his r ecol lec t ion  a t ra in  o f  
m o r e  m i n u t e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  wi th  
w h i c h  these facts a re  c o n n e c t e d .  
O n  this p r in c ip le  t h e  c o m p i l e r  has 
for  the  benefi t  o f  his pup i ls ,  d r a w n  
u p  the  fo l lowing  pages,  in w h i c h  
l e a d i n g  facts, o n l y , ' h a v e  been  h in te d  
at.
T h e  advan ta ges  w h i c h  m a y ,  an d  
m u s t  resul t  f rom m a k i n g  the  h e a ­
t h e n  m i n d ,  w h i l e  y e t  y o u n g  a n d  
t e n d e r ,  i n t im a te ly  a c q u a i n t e d  wi th  
t h e  d iv ine  di spensa t ions ,  as t h e y  are  
r ec o r d e d  b y  the  p e n  o f  insp irat ion ,  
a re  i n ca l cu l a b le ,  an d  will  r e p a y  the  
m os t  labor ious  exert ions  ten  t h o u ­
sand fold.  I m m e d i a t e  conve rs ion  
m a y  no t  e n s u e ,  bu t  in p ropo r t ion
VII
as c o r r e c t  views o f  revea led t ru th ,  
in all  its b e a u ty  a nd  g r a n d e u r ,  ga in  
g r o u n d ,  e spec ia l ly  a m o n g  th e  ris­
in g  ge n e ra t i o n ,  in the  s am e  p r o p o r ­
t ion is the  founda t ion  o f  h e a th e n i s m  
u n d e r m i n e d .  A n d  w h e n  o n c e  the  
fo u n d a t io n  gives  w a y ,  t h e  w h o l e  
fabr ic  mu«t  fall to t h e  g r o u n d .  L e t  
t h e  fr iends o f  div ine  t ru th  diffuse it 
b y  e v e ry  m e t h o d  and  m e a n s  in the i r  
p o w e r  :— let t h em  not  faint , nor  g r o w  
w e a r y ,  till tha t  g lo r ious  d a y  a rr ive  
w h e n  “ th e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  L o rd  
shal l  cove r  the  ea r th  as the  waters  
cove r  t h e  sea.”
D .  C.
M a l a c c a ,  
J u l y  6 t h ,  18 2 6 .
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E P I T O M E  &c. 
C h a p .  I.
From the creation to the flood includ­
ing a period o f  1556 years .
T he  world was creatcd about four 
thousand years before the birth of 
Jesus Christ. All things were created 
by God in six days. M an was created 
on the sixth day. God created one man 
and from his left side took a rib of 
which he formed a woman, whom he 
gave to the man as his companion and 
helper. T he  man was called Adam and 
the  woman Eve. W hen  God created 
these two persons he gave them  a per-
2fectly holy nature, and blessed them with 
genuine happiness. Hcnce they were 
said to be created in the  image of God, 
w hich  consists in knowledge, holiness 
and happiness. Gen. Chap. 1 29. 27. 
Ephes. ix  24. Adam and Eve were 
placed over all the other creatures 
which God had c rea tcd ; and were en- 
^  joined to be fruitful, i. e. have many 
children, in order that  the whole world 
m igh t be inhabited by hum an beings. 
This happy pair were the parents of 
the  whole human race. They  were plac­
ed by their Creator in a most delightful 
garden, and permitted to eat the fruit 
o f  every tree in the garden, with the 
exception of one tree, called the tree of 
knowledge. B u t of the fruit of  this one 
tree, God commanded them not to eat, 
saying, ‘ in the day you eat of it you shalf
3die’, or becomc wicked and unhappy. 
They  however disobeyed God, listened 
to the temptations of the Devil, and 
eat the forbidden fruit. On this account 
they defiled their original nature ; lost 
their happiness, and involved all their 
posterity in their sin. Gen. Chap. i i i . 
Rom. Chap. x .  ver. 12. to the end of 
the  Chapter.
Cain, Adam ’s first son, was a bad 
man and envied his viituous brother 
Abel, because God accepted Abel’s offer­
ing and rejected Cain’s; Cain, wishing 
to kill his brother, asked him to go with 
him to the fields where he committed the 
heinous crime of murdering his own 
brother. Thus the first man who was 
born of a woman was a murderer. God 
was exceedingly angry with Cain for 
having murdered Abel, whose blood
4cried for vengeance on his brother’s 
head. On account of this wicked 
action God set a m ark upon Cain that  
every person m ight know him, and he 
wandered about from place to place a 
poor miserable vagabond. Gen. Chap. iv.
E noch, an eminently holy man, was 
translated to heaven, body and soul, 
without having died. Gen. Chap. v.
About 1556 ;years after the creation 
of thG world, all the inhabitants of the 
earth became so extremely wicked, tha t  
God brought a flood of water which 
drowned the whole hum an race, except 
the  righteous man N oah  and his family, 
consisting of his wife, his three sons 
and their wives. All the animals were 
likewise drowned, except a few of each 
kind. N oah, his family, seven o f  each 
kind of clean animals, and two of each
5kind of unclean animals were saved by 
means of an Ark or great ship, which 
God commanded N oah to prepare and 
which he was more than 100 years in 
building. T he  flood remained one year 
on the earth before all the water was 
dried up. Gen. Chap. vi. v i l .  v i i i .
After the waters of the deluge had left 
the earth, God made a promise to N oah, 
tha t  he would never again destroy men 
by a flood, and informed him that the 
rainbow which we see in the cloud, 
should be a proof to men of all ages, that  
God would keep this promise. From 
the three sons of Noah, Shem, H am , 
and Japhe th ,  the whole world was peo­
pled after the flood. Gen. ix . x .
GC h a p . I I .
From the flood to the death o f  
A braham .
Upwards of 100 years after the flood, 
men wished to build a tower the top of 
which might reach to heaven, in order 
to hand down their names to future ages. 
T hey  commenced the building of their 
intended tower, but God being pro­
voked by their wickedness, confound­
ed their language, so that  they could 
not possibly understand each other. 
Thus they were obliged to relinquish 
their foolish undertaking. Afterwards, 
they all spoke different languages, and 
gradually spread abroad over the face
7of the earth. This circumstance seem? 
to have given rise to the numerous lan­
guages now spoken in the different coun­
tries of the world. Gen. Chap. x i .
Almighty God manifested himself to 
Abraham , called him from his own 
country, promised him a numerous pro­
geny and revealed to him that Jesus the 
Saviour of the world, according to his 
hum an nature, should proceed from him. 
He likewise promised his posterity the rich 
and beautiful land of Canaan as their in­
heritance. Gen. Chap. x n .  x m .  xv. x v n .
God having revealed to Abraham that 
he would utterly destroy the abandoned 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, A bra­
ham prayed with great importunity that 
they might be spared. God listened to 
th e  fervent prayers of this eminently 
holy man, and declared that  if in these
8two cities there were found ten righteous 
persons, he would for their sakes have 
mercy on the wicked inhabitants. B u t 
amongst the  whole inhabitants of these 
two cities, there were not ten righteous 
persons : therefore God destroyed them 
by raining fire from heaven which burnt 
all the inhabitants to ashes : only the 
good man Lot, a nephew of Abraham , 
with his wife and' two daughters escaped. 
Gen. Chap. x v m .  x ix .
W h e n  Abraham was one hundred 
years old, and his wife Sarah was long past 
the  age when women cease to bear chil­
dren, his son Isaac was born in a super­
natural manner, according to the divine 
promise. God, in order to try the faith 
o f  Abraham, and to make him a pattern 
of faith and obedience to all future ages, 
commanded him to kill his beloved son
9Isaac, and offer him up as a sacrifice to 
God, Abraham instantly obeyed the 
divine command, and was on the very 
point o f  taking away the life of his son, 
when God sent an Angel to prevent 
him ; because he had now proved that 
his faith and obedience were sincere. 
Gen. x x i i .
Abraham, after having seen his darling' o O
son Isaac married according to his 
mind, and having exhibited a bright 
pattern of faith and obedience to the 
divine will, died at the age of one bun-' O
dred and seventy five years. This was 
a great age, but not to be compared 
with the length of men’s lives before the 
flood, some of whom lived upwards 




C h a p .  I I I .
From the death o f  A hraham  to the 
departure o j  Israel fro m  E gyp t.
Isaac had two sons, Jacob  and Esau. 
Ja co b  was a good man, and had twelve, 
sons who were the heads of the twelve 
tribes of Israel, amongst which the 
tribes of Levi and Ju d a h  were the most 
n o te d : the former being set apart to 
the  Priesthood, and the latter being, 
for a long time, tha t  from which their 
kings were chosen.
Joseph , eleventh son of Jacob , was 
a young man of eminent virtue, but on 
account o f  his father’s partiality towards
11
him ,and  from somedreams which hehad , 
indicative of his future superiority, his 
brethren hated him, and having found 
a convenient opportunity sold him as a 
slave- H e  was carried into E g y p t  
where he suffered many hardships. His 
conduct however was so eminently ex­
emplary that he was at last taken no­
tice of by the king o f  E gypt, and 
raised to the dignity of first minister of 
state. Such were his talents and wis­
dom, and so eminently did God assist 
him, that he saved the nation from de­
struction during seven years of famine.
H  is brethren, who were living with 
their father in Canaan, being in want 
of food and hearing that there was 
plenty of corn in Egypt, went th i­
ther to buy, not knowing that Joseph  
was there, far less tha t  he was prime
12
minister. Joseph at first sight knew 
his brethren, but they did not recog­
nize him. H e  used them harshly at 
first, but after they had come a second 
tim e to buy corn, he made himself 
known to them, and sent for his father 
with all his family. T h e  king gave 
them  liberty to dwell in the beautiful 
land of Goshen. Thus Jo sep h ’s dreams 
were accomplished.— See the last 15 
Chapters of Genesis.
T he  family of Jacob  lived in E gyp t  
four hundred years. B ut after the death 
of Joseph , the Kings of that country 
treated them in a tyrannical manner, 
and lest they should become too power­
ful and revenge themselves on their op­
pressors, orders were issued by govern­
m ent to the Egyptian  midwives who 
attended the Jewish, or Hebrew women,
73
¡n child birth, to put to death all the 
male children the moment they were 
born. Moses, who afterwards was em­
ployed by God to deliver his country­
men from the tyranny of the Egyptians, 
when born was concealed by his parents 
for the space of three months. W hen  
they could conceal him no longer, they 
made a little bark for him, and put 
him on the river where he was noticed 
by the king’s daughter, who adopted 
him as her son. Thus he was educated 
and brought up in the court of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. B u t when he grew up 
to manhood, he preferred suffering 
with his countrymen, to the enjoyment 
of the sinful pleasures of Pharaoh’s 
court. After he had left the court and 
was employed in the humble occupa­
tion of  a shepherd, God appeared to
14
him in a burning bush, and com m and­
ed him, in conjunction with his brother 
Aaron, to inform the king of Egypt that 
God had determined to remove his 
chosen people, the posterity o f  Abra­
ham from Egypt, and therefore he 
ought to give them liberty to leave 
his kingdom. Pharaoh unwilling to obey 
the divine command, repeatedly pro­
mised to let the people of Israel go, 
and as often violated his promises. T o  
punish Pharaoh and his people for their 
cruelty to the Jew s  and disobedience 
to the divine will, God caused Moses 
to bring several heavy calamities upon 
the nation. At last Pharaoh terrified 
by these calamities, permitted the peo­
ple of Israel to leave Egypt. They  had 
no sooner departed however, than he 
pursued after them with a great army.
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T h e  Jew s had to cross the red sea on 
their way to their native country. This 
sea God by a stupendous miracle divid­
ed in two, so that  the people crossed 
on dry land. Pharaoh having followed 
them  into the sea, God caused the waves 
to return upon him and his mighty army ; 
so that the king and all his followers 
were drowned : not one escaped. Exod. 
1— x v .  Chap.
C h a p .  IV .
From the time Israel left E g yp t lo 
the building o f Solomons Temple.
A lthough, God mercifully delivered 
the  Jew s from Fgyptian slavery, yet 
they often murmured and sinned against
16
him, on which account he caused them 
to wander forty years in the wilderness; 
so tha t  of all who left Egypt only two 
persons entered Canaan, all the rest 
having died in the wilderness before they 
reached the promised land. Those who 
entered Canaan, were all, except two, 
born in the wilderness. W h e n  they 
complained for want of food God rained 
down manna from heaven every m orn­
ing, except on Sabbath. l i e  also gave 
them  water from the rock. Their  gar­
ments did not grow old, nor did their 
shoes wear o u t : — “ with God nothing 
is impossible.” Exod. Chap. x v i .
Fifty days after the people of Israel 
left E gypt, Almighty God appeared to 
Moses on M ount Sinai in the midst 
of thunderings and lightenings, and 
delivered to him the moral law, or ten
17
commandments written on two tables
o f  stone. Exod. x x .
After the  moral law, which was to 
be an immutable rule of rectitude to 
men of all ages and of every country 
under heaven, had been delivered with 
the  most awful solemnity, the Supreme 
R uler  as the temporal, as well as spiri­
tual sovereign of the J^ws, delivered to 
tha t  people various laws, many of which 
were binding on them only, and had no 
reference to other nations. Exod. x x i .
X X I I .  X X I I I .
In  the latter part of the Book of 
Exodus, and in the Book of Leviticus, 
we have a very minute account of a 
vast number of rites, which were in­
stituted by divine authority, principally 
with a view to point the Jews, by sym­
bols, to Jesus who was to descend into the 
D
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world, in order to atone for human guilt.
All these laws were delivered while 
the  people of Israel were travelling from 
E gyp t  on their way to Canaan, and 
Moses their leader was commanded by 
God to see them enforced.
Moses having served God faithfully, 
and proved himself a true patriot, and 
being call* d by God to the top of mount 
Pisgah, where he had a distant glimpse 
of the land of Canaan, died in the coun­
try of M oab, and was buiied there by 
God, so that no man ever knew where 
his grave was. Deut. Chap. x x x iv .
Joshua, who had been the minister 
o f  Moses, succeeded him after his death 
and led the people of Israel into Canaan. 
T hey  crossed the river Jordan, in the 
same miraculous manner as they had 
passed over the Red sea. The inhabitants
19
of  Canaan being extremely wicked, God 
commanded Joshua to extirpate them 
and divide their country among the 
Jews. Some of the Canaanites, how­
ever, were left to try the obedience of 
the Jew s.— See the Book of Joshua.
After the death of Joshua, the 
Israelites became exceedingly wicked, 
rebelled against God and followed the 
evil customs of the nations around them. 
As a punishment for their sins, God 
frequently permitted their enemies, to 
attack them anti take them captive. 
W h e n  they repented and prayed to God, 
he raised up men o f  talents and virtue 
to rule them, and to be instrumental in 
delivering them from their enemies. 
These men were called Judges, and the 
Book of Judges contains an account of 
their exploits.
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A t last the Jew s became dissatisfied 
with their rulers and begged that Sa­
muel the Prophet, whose sons w^re 
rulers at the lime, would appoint 
some person to be their king, that they 
m igh t be like the surrounding nations. 
Samuel was displeased at this request, 
bu t  when he had prayed to God, 
God commanded him to gratify their 
wishes. But as God was their king, he 
granted them this request in a n g e r - 
not in love ; as a pun ishm en t;— not as a 
blessing. 1 Samuel Chap. v u i .
Saul being appointed king o f  Israel, 
re igm d  well for some time, but having 
afterwards disobeyed the divine will, 
God withdrew his gracious protection 
from him, till at last he was slain in 
battle with the Philistines. 2 Samuel 
C hap. x x v i .
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David, who was originally a shepherd 
but who had frequently distinguished 
himself by his bravery, especially in 
killing the giant of Gath, was chosen 
by God to succeed Saul in the govern­
m ent of his country. 2 Samuel Chap. 
II.
David was a man of eminent talents 
and virtue; but guilty of some great 
sins, of which he deeply repented. H e  
had much trouble in his own family, 
especially from the conduct of his son 
Absalom who excited the people to re­
bellion, and attempted to take the 
throne from his father. H e  was at last 
defeated and slain by Joab , commander 
of David’s army, 2 Samuel C hap .
X V .  X V I .  X V I I .  X V I I I .
After the death o f  David, he was 
succeeded by hia son Solomon, who is
22
styled the wisest of men. In  the former 
part  of his reign, he manifested extra­
ordinary talents and piety, but after­
wards his heart became corrupted by 
his intercourse with seven hundred wives, 
and three hundred concubines. 1 Kings 
Chap. xi.
H e  built a most splendid Temple at 
Jerusalem , for the purpose of conduct­
ing the public worship of the true God. 
This House was seven years in build­
ing, and was ornamented in the highest 
style of magnificence. A t  its dedica­
tion, Solomon offered in sacrifice twen­
ty thousand oxen, and one hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. 1 Kings 
Chap. v — xi.
j
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C h a p .  V.
From the building o f  Solomons T em ­
ple to the captivity o f  the Jew s in 
jtfahylon .
After the death of Solomon, Reho- 
boam his son ascended the throne, and 
ten of the twelve tribes revolted; only 
the two tribes of Judah  and Benjamin 
submitted to his sway. T he  other ten 
tribes followed Jeroboam as their 
Prince, and he rebelled against the true 
God and set up false gods, which he 
and his people worshipped.
Thus the descendants of Abraham 
were divided into two nations. T he  ten 
tribes which revolted under Jeroboam, 
were called the kingdom of Israel, and
24
the  two tribes which continued faithful 
to Rchoboam, were called the kingdom 
of  Judah .
T he  kingdom of Israel was governed 
by a succession of idolatrous Princes, 
and existed about two hundred and 
fifty years.
God sent several eminently holy men 
who were called Prophets, because they 
foreknew future events, to reprove the 
kings and people o f  Israel, and exhort 
them to forsake their false Gods and 
return to the worship and service of 
the  true God. One of the most eminent 
of these Prophets was Elijah, who pro­
phesied in the time of Ahab, one of the 
worst of the kings of Israel. 1 n the x v m  
Chap. of I Kings, there is a striking 
account of the manner in which Elijah 
pu t all the prophets of the false god
25
Baal to shame. I  beg m y readers to 
consult the passage for themselves. This 
holy man was taken to heaven in a 
chariot of fire, without having died .— 2 
Kings Chap. u .  A t last, the kingdom 
of Israel, on account of idolatry and 
o ther sins, was destroyed ; and Samaria 
the  capital, was taken in the time of 
Hoshea, by the king of Assyria, who 
carried away the ten tribes into his own 
kingdom, from whence they  were 
dispersed into various countries, and 
have never again returned to settle in 
their native country.
T he  kingdom of Judah , although 
sometimes governed by bad kings, was 
favored with some Monarchs of eminent 
virtue and piety, such as Jehosaphat, 
H ezekiah, Josiah and others. Jerusa­
\
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lem was the Metropolis. In  this fam­
ous city (the true God was worshipped 
in Solomon’s Temple, but the worship 
of false gods likewise found its way in­
to this kingdom, and God sent several 
holy Prophets to reprove the sins of 
th« people and to foretel the coming of 
Jesus the Saviour of the world. Isaiah 
comrnonly called “ the evangelical pro­
phet” because he uttered a greater 
num ber of explicit predictions res­
pecting Jesus than any of the other 
Prophets, was one of the most eminent 
of the Seers of Ju d a h .  Jerem iah  who 
underw ent nr.iny severe hardships, and 
Daniel who was miraculously preserved 
alive in the lions den, were also eminent 
men and bright patterns of faith, holi­
ness and fortitude. There  is no brave­
ry equal to the fear of God. Read the
27
book of Daniel, there you may learn 
true heroism.
B u t  although the kingdom of Ju d a h  
was highly favored with many excellent 
Princes and holy Prophets, they conti­
nued to rebel against God, till at last 
provoked by their ingratitude and dis­
obedience, the God of their fathers gave 
them over to their enemies. For in the  
time of Zedekiah, the last king of Ju dah , 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon be­
sieged Jerusalem, burnt the temple and 
carried the inhabitants captive into Ba­
bylon, about 420 years after Solomon 
built the temple of Jerusalem , 130 years 
after the destruction of the kingdom of 
Israel, and 5b0 years before the birth 
of Christ.
C h a p .  V II .
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From the captivity to the birth o f  
Christ.
T he  Jew s were kept captives in B aby­
lon seventy years, according to the pre­
dictions of Jerem iah .— See Jerem iah  
Chap. x x v ,  from the beginning to the 15 
ver. A t the expiration of these 70 years 
God disposed the heart of Cyrus, king 
o f  Persia, to permit them to return to 
their native land and rebuild their tem ­
ple at Jerusalem. They accordingly 
returned under the direction of Zerub- 
babcl and commenced the rebuilding of 
the temple and city. B u t after the 
death  of Cyrus, during the reign of 
Artaxerxes, their enemies belonging to
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the neighbouring nations, succeeded inO c9 y
persuading that Prince to put a stop to 
the work. W hen  Darius king of 
Persia came to the throne, he found that 
Cyrus had made a decree that the Jew s  
•should be allowed to build their temple, 
and accordingly issued an order that  
they should be permitted to proceed 
with the work, and commanded his 
subjects to supply them with every 
th ing necessary to the accomplishment 
o f their design, threatening to inflict the 
severest punishments upon all who did 
not thus assist them. H ence the temple 
after a long delay ; was at last rebuilt, bu t 
it was by no means equal to the former 
House in sp!fc*fdour and magnificence. 
T he  Prophets Ilaggai and Zechariah 
lived at that time, and strongly exhort­
ed the people to persevere in rearing the
so
the temple. Some years after the tem ­
ple was finished, N ehem iah returned 
from Babylon, and caused them to re­
build the walls of Jerusalem  ; and re­
stored order and good government to 
the State.
From the rebuilding o f  Jerusalem, 
to the destruction of lhat city, which 
took place about 40 years after the 
death of Christ, there was, according 
to the prediction of the Prophet Daniel, 
a space of 490 years.— See Daniel 
Chap. ix.
For some time after the Jew s return­
ed from their captivity in Babylon, they 
were under the  kings o f  Persia, and 
afterwards were subject i<> the kings of 
Syria. D uring  this period, they suffer­
ed much from the neighbouring na­
tions :— at last they were subdued by
31
the Roman?, who made Herod king 
over Judea . H e  was king of the Jews 
when Jesus appeared in our world.
From  the time of Samuel, who lived 
1 163 years before Christ, to that of 
Malachi who prophesied about 5)37 years 
before the birth of Christ, there was an 
almost continued succession of Prophets 
in Judea , who being inspired of God, 
foretold future events, and exhorted 
the Jew s to practice their duty, towards 
God and man.
Some of these holy men explicitly 
predicted the birth, miracles, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus the 
Saviour of ihe world.
T h e  last of these predictions were 
u ttered 397 years before the advent of 
the  Siviour, yet they all received the 
|T)ost exact and complete fulfilment in
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his person and work. Could any thing 
afford a stronger proof tha t  he really 
was sent from God to be the Sjaviour 
,pf men !
C h a p .  V I I I .
O f  the hirth, life, death, resurrec­
tion and ascension o f  Jesus Christ.
About 4004 years after the creation 
of the world, and .‘597 years after the 
last prophecy respecting him had been 
delivered, Jesus the Saviour of men 
appeared in Judea, a country in the 
west of Asia. He was conceived hy the 
power of the Holy Spirit in the womb 
o f  a virgin, a descendant of the H ouse
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o f  David, the famous monarch of Israe l; 
so that he had no earthly father. His birth  
was announced by Angels, and excited 
such jealousy in the mind of Herod, 
king of Judea, that he caused all the  
children in Bethlehem, who were under 
two years of age, to be put to death, 
hoping that  Jesus who was born in tha t  
town, would by this means be cut 
off. B u t  his m other and her husband 
being warned by God in a dream, fled 
with the child into Egypt, where they 
remained till Herod died, and afterwards 
returned to Judea .
Jesus lived an obscure life, till he 
was about thirty years o f  age, at which 
time he was publicly baptized by John  
the  Baptist. A t  his baptism the hea­
vens were opened, and the Spirit of God 
descended upon him in the form of a 
c
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dove, while a voice was heard, saying 
“  this is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased, hear ye him.” M atthew  
Chap. i. II. h i . L uke  Chap. i. n .  n r .
D uring  the last three years tha t  
Jesus dwelt upon the earth, he was 
constantly employed iu teaching the 
principles of divine tru th , healing the 
sick and performing miracles in proof 
of' his divine mission. M any  of the 
learned, self-wise and self-righteous 
m en of the age, endeavoured to dispute 
with him, and to find some cause of 
accusation proceed from his own mouth ç 
b u t  with infinite wisdom, and most 
astonishing readiness, he replied to 
all their inquiries, and silenced all their 
cavils. His most bitter enemies could 
find no fault in his conduct. “ H e  was 
holy, harmless, undefiled and separate
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from sinners.” Supreme love to God, 
and infinite kindness to man, shone 
forth in all that he said and did. ‘ Never 
man spake as he spake /  said those 
who listened to his instructions.
After having thus lived to promote 
the happiness of men about the space 
of 33 years, he willingly delivered 
himself up to the Jews (who ardently , 
wished for his death) and according to 
the predetermination of God, died a 
most painful death in order to atone 
for the sins of all who truly believe in 
him. At his death the sun was dark­
ened and refused to give his light,— the 
rocks rent,— the earth quaked,— the 
veil of the temple at Jerusalem, was 
rent from the top to the bottom, and 
many holy men rose from their graves. 
M atthew  Chap. x x v i i .
I
36
Having lain in the  grave a part of 
three days, he rose again as he had 
predicted. After his resurrection, he 
appeared frequently to his disciples, and 
on one occasion, shewed himself to up­
wards of 500 persons. 1 Cor. Chap. 
x v — 6.
Jesus remained on the earth forty 
days after his resurrection. D uring  
which time, he instructed his Apostles 
respecting the work of publishing his 
doctrines to the world. A t the  end of 
forty days, he ascended again to hea­
ven, in the presence of his disciples, 
and is now employed in interceding 
for his people. Acts Chap. 1.
T en  days after Jesus ascended to 
heaven, the Holy  Spirit descended 
upon the twelve Apostles, and gave 
them  an infallible knowledge of the
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will of God; and at the same time com­
municated to them the miraculous 
power of speaking many languages 
which they had never studied. Acts 
Chap. ii.
T h e  preaching of the Apostles, was 
attended with extraordinary success. 
Three thousand were converted at one 
sermon, and the doctrines of Jesus spread 
rapidly through Judea, and in the sur­
rounding countries. Paul, who had for­
merly persecuted the followers of Jesus, 
was converted in a miraculous m an­
ner, and afterwards became a most zeal­
ous preacher of the  Gospel. H e  visited 
Rom e, and travelled in Greece, Spain 
and other countries, boldly encountering 
every danger for the the glory of God and 
the good of man. Through his preaching, 
vast multitudes embraced the Gospel,
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and became holy and upright in their 
conduct. See the Acts of the Apostles, 
and the Epistles of Paul.
T he  Apostles and Evangelists insti­
tuted Christian Churches in many coun­
tries, and placed over them wise and 
holy men, who preached the Gospel 
and administered the ordinances of re­
ligion to believers, and likewise pro­
claimed the joyful sound to others who 
had not yet believed.
Since the time of the Apostles, a 
period of nearly IhOO years, the Gospel 
has been gradually spreading among 
the nations of the world ; and according 
to many prophecies, recorded in the 
Bible, will continue to spread, until 
all nations embrace its doctrines, lay 
aside their idols, and become the sin­
cere worshippers of the one living and
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true God. See the l x x ii . Psalm, Isaiah 
XI.  and many o ther places.
C O N C L U S I O N
From  the above brief sketch, it may 
be seen tha t  the Bible contains the his­
tory of the world for the space o f  more 
than four thousand y e a rs : and if  you 
carefully examine the last book of 
Scripture, you will find that  it contains 
a prophetic history of the  world, from 
the time of Christ to the end of the 
world, so that we may affirm that  in 
the Bible are contained the great outlines 
o f this world’s history, from its creation 
to its final destruction. And when we
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consider that  this book was published 
by divine authority, and records the 
wonderful dispensations of the Supreme 
Ruler towards mankind, ought we 
no t to esteem it the most valuable 
book in the world, and to make our­
selves intimately acquainted with its 
contents ? H e  who knows, believes, 
feels, and practices the doctrines of the  
Bible, is an heir of eternal felicity! 
H e  who is ignorant of these doctrines, 
or who, although he knows, neglect» 
them , is the child of eternal woe !
F I N I S .
